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FADE IN.

INT. A SMALL ROOM - NIGHT1 1

A darkened room. Two figures are lying on the bed. One of the 
figures keeps trashing and eventually sits up with a cry. 
They are in silhouette.

UNIDENTIFIED YOUNG WOMAN
(Panting)

I saw him, he was here. We need to 
help him.

The young man rouses and shakes her gently.

UNIDENTIFIED YOUNG MAN
Wake up, wake up. There’s no one 
else here.

UNIDENTIFIED LADY
(Pointing)

But-- but I saw him lying there--

Young man sighs and cradles the lady in his arms.

UNIDENTIFIED MAN
The only thing real here is me, you 
and the bed we are lying on. Just 
you and me, nothing else.

The lady exhales/deflates and leans on the man who gently 
hugs her and rocks her.

UNIDENTIFIED MAN (CONT’D)
It’s fine, everything is fine.

Lady’s eyes are wide as she stares into nothing. 

FADE TO BLACK.

EXT. UPSCALE RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD- MORNING - ESTABLISHING2 2

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/LIVING ROOM - MORNING3 3

NEFECHI, a nine year-old girl is sprawled across a sofa 
watching  girly program on TV.

Behind her, MUMMY J, a grey-haired woman in her 70’s is 
setting up a breakfast table.



MUMMY J
(Warmly)

Nefechi, best come and eat these 
pancakes before they get cold. 
Don’t you want to add some weight 
during this holiday?

Nefechi pretends not to hear.

MUMMY J (CONT’D)
NEFECHI SOTONYE! Am I talking to 
myself?

Nefechi frowns and sits up but continues to stare at the TV.

NEFECHI
Grandma this episode will soon end 
now, can’t I microwave the 
pancakes?

MUMMY J
(Smiling)

Last time I checked, this was a 
dstv explora. Pause it! 

(Shakes her head)
I’m not that ancient child.

Nefechi rolls her eyes and starts to rise.

Strains of raised voices filter into the living room and 
Mummy J turns towards the door with a worried look. 

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/CORRIDOR - MORNING - CONTINUOUS4 4

Establishing shots of The Sotonye’s corridor adorned with 
family pictures as the camera pans towards the door where the 
voices are coming from.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/MASTER BEDROOM - MORNING5 5

Well-appointed bedroom. Big poster of Yoliba singing is 
hanging in a corner of the bedroom. 

YOLIBA, a 34 year-old pregnant woman is sitting in front of 
the dressing mirror and making up. 

JIDENNA, a 39 year-old man is dressed up and facing off at 
his wife.
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JIDENNA
(Angry)

You have known about this gala for 
weeks! How could you fix studio 
time today of all days?

Yoliba pouts as she applies her lipstick.

YOLIBA
(Impassive)

Don’t know how many times I’m going 
to explain this to you. I don’t fix 
these things. They fix me! I have a 
song in my soul and I’ll be damned 
if I don’t go and pour it all out.

Jidenna shakes his head in frustration.

JIDENNA
Madam soul-singer! Can you at least 
try and make it there by 6 p.m? 

Yoliba turns to him.

YOLIBA
Why do you make these demands of 
me? Is it some sort of test to 
prove to yourself how much I put my 
music over you? Well, I failed. Can 
we move on?

Jidenna grabs his laptop bag and glares at her.

JIDENNA
You had better be there! 

He turns to leave.

YOLIBA
Or what Jide? What are you going to 
do if I’m not? Because I won’t be 
so you had best start thinking it 
through.

Jidenna slams the door behind and Yoliba rolls her eyes and 
rises.

YOLIBA (CONT’D)
I thought so.
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INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/LIVING ROOM - MORNING - CONTINUOUS6 6

Jidenna marches into the living room muttering under his 
breath.

JIDENNA
She’s known about the goddamn gala 
for weeks but she chooses--

Mummy J puts a hand to her lips and glances at Nefechi. 
Jidenna pauses and sighs.

JIDENNA (CONT’D)
(Trying to be cheerful)
(To Nefechi)

Thought you would sleep in all 
morning.

Nefechi smiles and bounds to the table.

NEFECHI
Daddy!

Nefechi and Jidenna exchange warm hugs.

JIDENNA
How’s my princess?

 Nefechi picks up a pancake and then drops it.

NEFECHI
Ewww! It’s cold.

Mummy J scowls at Nefechi who laughs and scoots away.

NEFECHI (CONT’D)
(Calls out)

Just joking.

Mummy J turns to Jidenna with a worried look.

MUMMY J
Jidenna. What have I told you about 
exchanging words with Yoliba? 

Jidenna sighs bitterly.

JIDENNA
That woman gives me no joy Mummy. 
She knows--

(Voice starts rising)
She knows that today, today--
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MUMMY J
Ssshhh. Na wa oh. Eh. These little 
things that you people fight over--

A bell rings and Nefechi dashes to open the door.

Jidenna sighs and starts packing his lunch pack from the 
table.

IMA, a 28 year-old Talent Manager walks in with a wide smile 
and hugs Nefechi who immediately returns to the TV.

MUMMY J (CONT’D)
Ima my dear. How was your night?

Jidenna gives his mother a kiss and starts heading out.

IMA
Good morning Mummy J, good morning 
Mr. Jide.

Jidenna nods at her as he passes and his eyes seem to linger.

JIDENNA
Hello Ima. I have beef with you and 
your boss but that’s a discussion 
for another day.

Ima looks surprised and turns to Mummy J as Jidenna shuts the 
door.

IMA
Don’t tell me.

Mummy J nods knowingly.

MUMMY J
Can’t you make her go for the gala?

Yoliba enters the living room, her heels clicking and heads 
towards Mummy J.

YOLIBA
Mummy the mummy. You know nobody 
can make me do something I don’t 
want to do.

Mummy J smiles as Yoliba hugs her warmly.

MUMMY J
You will try though won’t you Yoyo?

Yoliba nods and grabs a sandwich.
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YOLIBA
I will. 

(To Ima)
Schedule?

IMA
Ante-natal, meeting with Kobi about 
a possible collabo and the studio 
with Rules.

Yoliba nods and then turns towards Nefechi.

YOLIBA
(Voice raised)

Nefechi. So you haven’t heard my 
voice this morning? I’ll soon woze 
you!

Nefechi turns to her mother.

NEFECHI
Actually I have. Just then when you 
were shouting at Daddy--

MUMMY J
(Interrupting sternly)

Shut up! Will you stop mouthing off 
and greet!

Nefechi frowns.

NEFECHI
(Inaudibly)

Good morning Mom.

Yoliba shakes her head, picks up her handbag and a lunch pack 
and heads towards the exit. Ima follows her.

MUMMY J
(Calling out)

Yoyo eat something oh. Eat. That 
baby is not going to feed on music 
oh.

Nefechi giggles but shuts up when Mummy J glares at her.

INT. HOSPITAL/WAITING ROOM - DAY7 7

Yoliba is flipping through her phone in a hospital waiting 
room with a few other patients and a RECEPTIONIST. She leans 
in to Ima and shows her a blog post.
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YOLIBA
(Reading out)

The reigning RnB queen Yoyo has 
been silent for more than a beat. 
Is her reign finally coming to an 
end?

Yoliba shakes her head.

IMA
(Sighs)

I thought we had agreed that you 
would stop reading these blogs?

YOLIBA
(Exasperated)

I know but-- I have been pregnant 
for what? Seven months and already 
they are ready to end my reign. 
Even if--

A woman rolls in on a wheelchair and heads towards Yoliba who 
raises her head to see LADY MABEL, a 50+ woman with a badly 
scarred face and a bandage over one eye. Ima winces at the 
sight of the woman but Yoliba smiles at her warmly.

YOLIBA (CONT’D)
(Smiling)

Good morning Lady Mabel. I see you 
are looking really strong today.

IMA
(Distastefully)

Good morning Ma.

LADY MABEL
(Smiling)

Darling girl. How are you?

YOLIBA
I’m very well.

(Rubs her bump)
Wish I could speed up the hands of 
time and get this baby out though.

They all laugh.

YOLIBA (CONT’D)
(Points to Lady Mabel’s 
face)

So how did it go? I hope you will 
regain the use of that eye again?

Lady Mabel nods. 
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LADY MABEL
The doctor seems hopeful. But he’s 
a man and I don’t trust men.

Yoliba chuckles.

LADY MABEL (CONT’D)
(Cocks her head)

Your husband? Doesn’t he ever 
accompany you for your ante-natal 
visits?

Ima looks at Lady Mabel curiously but Yoliba responds with a 
wave.

YOLIBA
You know men now. It’s never 
convenient for them.

Ima raises an eyebrow and shakes her head.

LADY MABEL
Hmmm-- Oh well. Maybe if he was 
here, we wouldn’t have become such 
good friends?

YOLIBA
On the contrary I think--

RECEPTIONIST
Mrs. Yoliba Sotonye? 

Yoliba looks up an nods.

RECEPTIONIST (CONT’D)
The doctor will see you now.

Yoliba smiles and turns to Lady Mabel.

LADY MABEL
I’m sure your baby is doing well. 

YOLIBA
He should be.

LADY MABEL
You know for certain that it’s a 
he?

YOLIBA
As certain as a 3D sonogram can be.

Lady Mabel smiles and nods as Yoliba and Ima rise. Ima takes 
a wide berth around Lady Mabel as they leave.
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INT. TRUNK MUSIC STUDIO - EVENING8 8

Ima, Yoliba, RULES, a bearded producer. Yoliba is humming a 
song. 

YOLIBA
(Singing slowly)

Break me out of here but keep me 
closer than your very own heart, 
don’t let them hold me down--

Rules shakes his head.

RULES
Those lyrics need an up tempo beat. 
Give me till tomorrow evening let 
me hit out something for you.

Yoliba sighs.

YOLIBA
Okay. You rule, Rules.

Ima glances worriedly at her wristwatch.

RULES
Yoyo we need to re-ignite you. 
Break you out of that RnB box and 
drop something for the clubs. Let 
them know Yoyo is the queen of 
everything! 

Rules leans forward with excitement.

RULES (CONT’D)
In fact, I have an idea

(He turns to Ima)
As soon as Yoliba drops this baby 
your PR machine had better be in 
high gear.

Ima nods distractedly.

IMA
(To Yoliba)

It’s 6.35 pm. Any chance you can 
make the Stand for Hope gala?

Yoliba shakes her head as she wears her headphones and 
focuses on Rules. Ima leans back with a sigh.

9.



EXT. EVENT HALL - EVENING9 9

Guests are arriving for the Stand for Hope gala dressed in 
tuxedos and evening gowns. They exchange greetings [Ad-lib] 
with Jidenna who is dressed in a tuxedo and glancing around 
worriedly.

He fiddles with his phone for a moment and then puts it away 
with frustration.

The MC approaches from behind and taps him.

MC
Mr. Sotonye the guests are getting 
restless.

Jidenna nods then slowly follows the MC inside the hall.

EXT. LAGOS CITY SKYLINE - NIGHT10 10

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/MASTER BEDROOM - NIGHT11 11

Jidenna is working on his laptop. His dinner clothes are 
strewn across the bed. 

Yoliba waddles in, very tired and collapses on a chair. She 
eyes the clothes strewn across the bed and sighs as she rises 
and starts putting them away. Jidenna turns and glares at 
her.

JIDENNA
The least you could have done was 
call and say you were held up!

Yoliba ignores him as she continues to fold the clothes away.

JIDENNA (CONT’D)
(Bitter)

Every day, every week, every year! 
I tell myself, she’s going to 
change. She’s going to grow up and 
realize that there’s more to life 
than being the mythical queen of 
RnB.

Yoliba stoops awkwardly to pick up his shoes.
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YOLIBA
(Quietly)

And ten years after you still 
haven’t learned that you cannot 
change me or bend me to your will. 
Tells a lot about you.

Jidenna flares and rises.

JIDENNA
(Yelling)

No! It tells a lot about you! 
Tonight wasn’t even about me! It 
was about raising funds to help 
others! 

YOLIBA
No! It is and has always been about 
salving your guilty conscience. 

Jidenna jerks as if he has been slapped.

Yoliba sighs and sits on the bed.

YOLIBA (CONT’D)
(Quietly)

It’s late abeg. Save the remaining 
vex till tomorrow.

Yoliba starts pulling off her clothes as Jidenna glares at 
her.

EXT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME - NIGHT12 12

Audience POV. Someone is watching the Sotonye’s home.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/KITCHEN - MORNING13 13

Mummy J is cooking in the kitchen and singing softly to 
herself.

Jidenna enters in his house clothes and heads for the fridge.

JIDENNA
Good morning Mama. Don’t tell me 
you have been caught up in singing 
that mushy drivel my wife calls 
RnB?

Mummy J turns to him with a frown.
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MUMMY J
Wow. What a supportive husband you 
are.

Jidenna shrugs and pulls out a bottle of water from the 
fridge.

JIDENNA
I can’t lie. That is the way I 
feel.

MUMMY J
And how is that working out for 
you?

Jidenna bites his lips and doesn’t respond.

MUMMY J (CONT’D)
I heard you two going at it last 
night. And you know what I 
wondered?

JIDENNA
(Quietly)

What?

MUMMY J
I wondered why you keep expecting 
Yoyo to support your foundation 
when you show nothing but contempt 
for her career- A career she told 
you clearly- she no carry water for 
mouth talk am- she told you that 
was her primary focus! 

Jidenna smiles tightly.

JIDENNA
You always support her now. Maybe 
you should have married her.

MUMMY J
(Folds her arms)

I support her because I was there. 
No be person tell me. And yet you 
chose to marry her. Now, it’s your 
voice I am hearing all the time. 
Shouting, shouting, shouting! You 
be woman?!

JIDENNA
Mama see--
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Nefechi pushes the door open and enters the kitchen. She goes 
to give Jidenna a hug.

NEFECHI
Good morning Dad, good morning 
Grandma.

Mummy J nods at her and turns back to her cooking pot.

JIDENNA
Morning Princess. Sleep well?

Nefechi nods.

NEFECHI
Mhmmm-- How did the gala go?

JIDENNA
Good. We raised tons of money.

NEFECHI
Are you going shopping with us?

Jidenna looks from Nefechi to Mummy J.

JIDENNA
Didn’t know there was a shopping 
trip planned.

NEFECHI
Mummy told me we are going shopping 
for the baby. You’re not coming?

Jidenna exhales as he thinks of an excuse.

JIDENNA
Erm, I have some drawings to finish 
off. Can’t keep my clients waiting.

Nefechi turns to Mummy J.

MUMMY J
My arthritis has been acting up. 

Nefechi nods and turns to leave. Jidenna eyes Mummy J.

JIDENNA
(Whispering)

She doesn’t even tell me stuff.

MUMMY J
She just wants to spend time with 
Nefechi. Don’t make a big deal out 
of it.
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Jidenna shakes his head and heads out of the kitchen.

INT. SHOPPING MALL - DAY14 14

Nefechi, Yoliba and Ima are browsing through the baby section 
in a shopping mall. Nefechi is excited as she looks through 
and picks up some pink dresses.

NEFECHI
I love these ones Mom! It will be 
so cool to dress her in these.

YOLIBA
(Amused)

Nefe. I’ve told you one million 
times. It’s a boy oooooo.

Nefechi giggles.

NEFECHI
I’ll dress him up in girly clothes 
till he’s one year old. It’s not 
like he can tell the difference.

Ima and Yoliba chuckle as they continue to pick out blue baby 
boy outfits.

Nefechi dashes away and Yoliba looks up, worried.

YOLIBA
(Calling out)

Nefe-- please come back. 

Nefechi peeks around a shelf an amused look on her face.

NEFECHI
Mommy, I’m 9! No one’s going to try 
to steal me away-- again.

YOLIBA
(Shakes her head)

I would have said the same thing 
until someone tried to steal your 6 
year-old self. Please stay where my 
eyes can see you.

Nefechi rolls her eyes and hovers around.

Two excited FANS approach Yoliba, their phones held out.

FAN 1
Helloo-- Please can we take a 
picture with you?
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Yoliba smiles graciously and beckons on Ima to assist them. 
They pose for the picture.

YOLIBA
(To Ima)

I hope my belly doesn’t look 
awkward?

Ima shakes her head as she takes the picture.

IMA
You look awesome.

The fans take a few pictures and then wave goodbye as they 
leave.

Nefechi picks some doll babies off the shelf and puts it in 
the shopping cart. Ima and Yoliba exchange a startled look 
and burst into laughter.

IMA (CONT’D)
This boy go hear am for Nefechi 
hand.

YOLIBA
I swear.

Nefechi looks at them and her eyes shine.

NEFECHI
Can I go pick out something for 
grandma’s birthday from the 
boutique next door?

Yoliba shakes her head and glances at her wristwatch.

YOLIBA
Let’s do lunch first? Then we can 
stop over. 

(Smiles and winks)
Good thinking.

Nefechi nods in agreement, a huge smile plastered on her 
face.

NEFECHI
Daddy told me he’s planning to do a 
surprise birthday party for grandma-
- in a posh restaurant somewhere.

YOLIBA
(Surprised)

He did?
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Nefechi nods and skips off again. Yoliba turns to Ima with an 
annoyed expression.

YOLIBA (CONT’D)
He never tells me anything!

INT. FOOD COURT - DAY15 15

MONTAGE.

A) Nefechi, Ima and Yoliba have lunch as they laugh and talk.

B) Bystanders, fans come to ask for pictures intermittently.

C) Yoliba and Nefechi pout and take selfies together.

D) Nefechi, Ima and Yoliba purchase a handbag/slip on set 
from the boutique and some stone-studded, print bou-bous.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/LIVING ROOM - EVENING16 16

Nefechi, Ima and Yoliba enter the house laughing and carrying 
several shopping bags. The lights are switched off and Yoliba 
switches them on.

YOLIBA
Ah ah! Is there nobody in this 
house?

Nefechi goes to switch on the TV.

YOLIBA (CONT’D)
Nefe leave TV and go and call Mummy 
J. Let’s show her all the dollies 
you bought for her grandson.

Nefechi laughs and skips inside.

IMA
(Stretches)

Long day but good day.

Yoliba nods and sits on the sofa as she starts pulling stuff 
out of the bags.

IMA (CONT’D)
Let me come and be going--

Yoliba starts chuckles as she pulls out a pink ballerina 
gown.
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YOLIBA
Just imagine--

A shriek of terror cuts her off and she drops the cloth in 
shock.

YOLIBA (CONT’D)
(Worried)

Nefechi!

Yoliba and Ima rush inside.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/BEDROOM - EVENING - CONTINUOUS17 17

Mummy J is lying motionless on the ground, her hand stretched 
towards her phone and foaming at the mouth. Nefechi is 
hysterical as Yoliba and Ima rush in.

NEFECHI
I didn’t do anything! I just came 
in here and--

Yoliba freezes a the sight of Mummy J.

YOLIBA
Mummy J? 

Ima whips out her phone and dials a number as she takes 
charge and herds Nefechi out of the room.

IMA
(Into phone)

Mr. Jide? You need to come home--

Yoliba shakes her head and starts moving towards Mummy J’s 
body.

YOLIBA
Hospital. Tell him, the hospital.

IMA
(Nods)
(Into phone)

We’re taking Mummy J to the 
hospital, please meet us there.

Yoliba starts attempting to lift Mummy J.

JIDENNA (FILTERED)
(Panicked)

What’s wrong, what happened?
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Ima cuts the call and stoops to assist Yoliba to lift Mummy 
J.

INT. HOSPITAL/WARD - NIGHT18 18

Mummy J is sleeping and hooked up to some tubes. Yoliba and 
Jidenna watch her with worry and Jidenna reaches over to 
soothe her forehead. Yoliba’s eyes are red with tears.

YOLIBA
(Tremulously)

She’ll be fine abi?

Jidenna nods soberly and then tries to cheer her up.

JIDENNA
(Struggling to be 
cheerful)

I mean, it’s just a partial stroke. 
Mama is as strong as a horse. 
She’ll be up in no time.

INT. HOSPITAL - NIGHT19 19

Audience POV. Someone is watching Mummy J’s ward.

INT. HOSPITAL/WAITING ROOM - NIGHT20 20

DOCTOR KAINE, a man in his late 30’s enters the waiting room 
with Yoliba and Jidenna.

DOCTOR KAINE
Trust me. She’s on a 12-hour watch 
through the night. Besides, she’s 
sleeping. No use sitting at her 
bedside and staring at her all 
night.

Jidenna rubs Yoliba’s shoulders and nods. 

JIDENNA
We get you Doc K. We’ll be here 
bright and early tomorrow--

Lady Mabel approaches in her wheelchair and Doctor Kaine 
looks at her with surprise.

DOCTOR KAINE
Lady M! Why are you still up?
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LADY MABEL
How can I sleep when you people 
insist on keeping me a prisoner 
here? I’m sleeping all the time.

Jidenna is surprised to hear this.

JIDENNA
Prisoner?

Lady Mabel smiles at him and gestures at Yoliba.

LADY MABEL
My darling girl. I hope the baby 
boy is doing well. Why are you 
here?

Jidenna looks from Yoliba to Lady Mabel.

JIDENNA
(Mutters)

Darling girl?

YOLIBA
(Sighs)

Lady Mabel is my friend. Lady 
Mabel, my husband.

Lady Mabel smiles and stretches her hand towards Jidenna for 
a handshake.

LADY MABEL
Pleasure to finally meet you Sir.

Jidenna nods, still unsure how to react and shakes her hand.

YOLIBA
(Sad)

My mother-in-law had a partial 
stroke out of nowhere- no warning 
or anything. And it was so scary 
because she was at home alone.

DOCTOR KAINE
It’s one of those things we can’t 
always explain.

JIDENNA
I mean. Mama came in for medicals 
last month. She was perfect- except 
for the thing with her leg.

LADY MABEL
Arthritis?
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Jidenna nods and looks at her.

JIDENNA
What were you saying about being a 
prisoner?

Doctor Kaine shuffles his feet uncomfortably.

LADY MABEL
Hmmm-- The hospital management has 
refused to let me go until I clear 
my bills so-- prisoner.

DOCTOR KAINE
Lady M! Don’t make us sound so 
evil.

(To Jidenna)
We’ve waived half of the sum 
already and--

Yoliba tugs Jidenna’s shirt tiredly.

YOLIBA
(Weary)

So sorry to interrupt but I’m dead 
tired.

Jidenna nods quickly and shakes hands with Doctor Kaine.

JIDENNA
Tomorrow then.

DOCTOR KAINE
Good night Sir.

YOLIBA
Good night. Sleep well Lady Mabel.

Lady Mabel waves goodbye and watches as Jidenna supports 
Yoliba as they leave.

LADY MABEL
(Softly)

Sleep well Yoliba. The baby needs 
his rest.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/MASTER BEDROOM - NIGHT21 21

Jidenna helps Yoliba undress and tucks her under the covers. 
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YOLIBA
(Sleepy)

Thanks Jay. Have you called your 
brothers?

JIDENNA
Not yet. Will do that tomorrow.

Jidenna observes her for a few moments, his expression 
tender.

Then he starts taking off his clothes. After a moment he 
pauses and turns to Yoliba.

JIDENNA (CONT’D)
Lady Mabel. Have you known her for 
a while?

Yoliba doesn’t respond and he gently tugs her feet.

YOLIBA
(Sleepy)

Mmm?

JIDENNA
Lady Mabel. You met her in the 
hospital?

YOLIBA
Mhmmm.

JIDENNA
You know she can’t leave because 
she hasn’t settled her bills?

YOLIBA
(Yawning)

Not really. I don’t know. Never 
really asked.

Jidenna shakes his head in exasperation.

JIDENNA
She called you my darling girl! And 
you don’t even know stuff about 
her? Na wa for you oh!

Yoliba doesn’t respond.

JIDENNA (CONT’D)
(Sighs)

I think we should try and assist 
with her bills. 

(MORE)
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I will ask Doc K about it tomorrow 
and find out if the foundation can 
handle it.

YOLIBA
Jide. You cannot save the world.

Jidenna shakes his head and goes to switch off the light.

JIDENNA
She’s not the world Yoliba. She’s 
one woman, one woman who you called 
your friend.

Jidenna goes to the bed and stretches out.

YOLIBA
(Quietly)

Lady Mabel told me she has a 
brother in the UK. She’s his 
responsibility not ours.

Jidenna faces away from Yoliba.

JIDENNA
Goodnight.

YOLIBA
So after you pay, where is she 
going to go? She’s in a freaking 
wheelchair.

No response.

EXT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME - NIGHT22 22

Audience POV. Someone is watching the Sotonye’s home.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/KITCHEN - MORNING23 23

Yoliba is packing a meal into lunch boxes/coolers and some 
beverages. 

Her phone starts to ring and she wipes her hands on a towel 
and picks it.

YOLIBA
(Into phone)

Ima love, I hope you got some rest.

JIDENNA (CONT’D)
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IMA (FILTERED)
Yoyo, good morning. I did. How is 
Mummy J?

YOLIBA
(Into phone)

She’s stable. Jide popped in to see 
her before work. I’ll be heading 
there shortly.

INT. IMA’S OFFICE - MORNING24 24

Ima is sitting at her desk, working on her computer.

IMA
(Into phone)

That’s good news oh. She scared me 
yesterday.

INTERCUT BETWEEN SCENES AS NECESSARY.

YOLIBA
My dear. My heart wan cut.

IMA
So, there’s work oh.

YOLIBA
Haaa-- Gig with this belle? Have 
the fear of God now Ima.

IMA
(Chuckles)

No. Preggo! Magazine wants to 
feature you. Front page and 
everything. Over one million 
subscribers. Plus behind the scenes 
video shoot and all the props. We 
have to make that belle work for 
us.

KITCHEN: Yoliba pauses contemplatively.

YOLIBA
(Thoughtfully)

Na better something but-- Hmmm. 
Don’t know how I’m going to work 
that with Mummy J oh and then 
there’s Nefechi.
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IMA
Well, think it through. It’s a 
terrific opportunity to remain out 
there even if you’re not singing 
and doing gigs.

END OF INTERCUTTING SCENES.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/KITCHEN - MORNING25 25

YOLIBA
(Weary)

Yeah. I know, Thanks dear.

Yoliba ends the call, still contemplative. 

INT. HOSPITAL/WARD - MORNING26 26

Mummy J smiles weakly at Yoliba and rubs her stomach with her 
good hand. She has difficulties moving one side of her body.

MUMMY J
(Mouth twisted)

How is my bomboy?

YOLIBA
(Pained)

Mummy J. He’s fine. How are you?

MUMMY J
(Weakly)

Alive. 

Yoliba nods as she struggles not to cry.

Doctor Kaine enters, followed by Lady Mabel in her wheel 
chair.

DOCTOR KAINE
I hope you don’t mind. Lady M 
insisted on greeting you.

Yoliba smiles at Lady Mabel who’s now wearing an eye patch.

YOLIBA
Good morning. You’re looking 
strong.

Lady Mabel smiles.
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LADY MABEL
Good morning Yoliba. 

(To Mummy J)
How are you doing madam?

MUMMY J
Good, good.

YOLIBA
Lady Mabel is my-- my-- friend. 
Yeah.

DOCTOR KAINE
So, good news. Mrs. Sotonye is 
stable and getting stronger 
already. I daresay she would have 
recovered use of her affected side 
in a few weeks or less. She’s a 
fighter.

Yoliba smiles and nods at Mummy J.

YOLIBA
Mummy the mummy! I knew it! 

DOCTOR KAINE
She’ll need a lot of bed rest 
though. Take things really easy--

Yoliba looks up with a troubled expression.

INT. HOSPITAL/WAITING ROOM - MORNING - CONTINUOUS27 27

Yoliba is discussing with Doctor Kaine.

YOLIBA
So, I’m thinking I could ask my 
mother to come over a little 
earlier than she planned--

Lady Mabel wheels her chair in but they don’t see her.

YOLIBA (CONT’D)
Or-- is there like a retired nurse 
I could employ temporarily? Just 
until I sort stuff out?

LADY MABEL
Can I apply for the job?
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DOCTOR KAINE
(Irritated)

Lady M! I am having a private 
conversation.

LADY MABEL
(Hurt)

Oh. I’m so sorry.

Lady Mabel starts to go away but Yoliba calls her back.

YOLIBA
Lady Mabel are you throwing a 
tantrum?

LADY MABEL
I am entitled to one.

YOLIBA
(Laughs)

I thought it was only nine year-old 
girls who knew how to throw 
tantrums.

Lady Mabel turns back.

LADY MABEL
Oh. That’s how old she is now?

YOLIBA
(Confused)

How old who is now?

LADY MABEL
Your daughter?

YOLIBA
(Thinks it through)

Oh yeah, right. Can’t remember 
telling ehh-- anyways-- you were 
saying?

LADY MABEL
A retired nurse. Me.

Yoliba exchanges a puzzled look with Doctor Kaine who starts 
to nod slowly.

DOCTOR KAINE
Oh yeah. My bad. Lady M used to be 
a nurse.
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YOLIBA
(Surprised)

Oh really? I didn’t know that.

LADY MABEL
(Smiling)

There’s a lot you don’t know.

DOCTOR KAINE
Why do you think we have allowed 
her turn the hospital into her 
personal highway?

LADY MABEL
Don’t mind him.

(Earnestly)
I’ve worked with invalids before 
and I could help.

YOLIBA
Oh!

LADY MABEL
(Smiling)

Don’t look so surprised now. I’m in 
a wheelchair but I’m super strong. 
You said so yourself.

YOLIBA
(Shakes her head)

No doubt but-- erm. I would have to 
discuss this with my husband. I 
can’t make that decision myself.

LADY MABEL
Really? I had pegged you as someone 
who makes her decisions herself.

DOCTOR KAINE
I’m sure the hospital would agree 
to let your family stand as surety 
for Lady M if you did agree to take 
her up on her offer.

He glances at his watch.

DOCTOR KAINE (CONT’D)
Ward rounds in a bit. Talk to you 
soon Mrs. Sotonye-- the second.

Yoliba chuckles uneasily and turns back to face Lady Mabel 
who is still smiling at her.
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INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/LIVING ROOM - EVENING28 28

Packs of food from a restaurant litter the living room as 
Nefechi, Jidenna and Yoliba eat dinner in front of the TV 
which is tuned to a News channel. Nefechi yawns. 

NEFECHI
Can’t we watch something else now? 
Pretty please?

Jidenna shakes his head as he takes a bite off his drumstick.

JIDENNA
Princess, it’s past 9. Go and 
sleep.

NEFECHI
But I’m on holiday! The rules don’t 
apply. Can’t you go and watch the 
TV in your room?

Jidenna sighs and starts to rise.

JIDENNA
Alright, you win--

YOLIBA
(To Nefechi)

Your dad just said you should go to 
bed. Why is this conversation still 
ongoing?

Nefechi frowns at her mother.

NEFECHI
But he--

YOLIBA
You know I’m not about that talking 
back life! Don’t let me woze you!

Nefechi rises grudgingly and starts heading to the room.

NEFECHI
(Inaudibly)

Wozer.

YOLIBA
I didn’t hear you girl. Speak 
louder.

NEFECHI
(Loudly)

Good night Mummy! 
(MORE)
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Good night to the awesomest dad in 
the whole wide world.

Yoliba rolls her eyes and points to Nefechi’s empty plate.

YOLIBA
While we are at it, come back and 
trash all this.

Nefechi’s shoulders slump as she returns and starts clearing. 
Her and Jidenna exchange a knowing look before she leaves.

JIDENNA
She’s having a hard time adjusting 
to Mama’s absence. Take it easy.

YOLIBA
(Amused)

That girl is 9 going on 10 not 4 
going on 5. And she’s got her hand 
pressed down firmly on your mumu 
button.

JIDENNA
No such thing--

YOLIBA
(Shakes her head)

No person whose mumu button is 
being pressed ever knows or agrees 
that they are in a mumu state of 
being.

Jidenna sighs.

YOLIBA (CONT’D)
Now that you have agreed,  I also 
agree with you about Lady Mabel.

Jidenna turns to her.

JIDENNA
Paying her bills?

Yoliba nods and Jidenna smiles.

JIDENNA (CONT’D)
(Pleased)

I’m glad.

YOLIBA
But unlike you, I went one step 
further to solve the actual 
problem.

NEFECHI (CONT'D)
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Jidenna frowns.

JIDENNA
What problem?

YOLIBA
The matter of where she is going to 
stay afterwards.

JIDENNA
And--

YOLIBA
(Speaking quickly)

So the thing is, she used to be a 
nurse. And get this, Doctor Kaine 
actually recommended her help with 
Mummy J’s recuperation when she is 
discharged. 

Jidenna looks at her with dawning comprehension.

JIDENNA
You mean here? 

YOLIBA
Yes. So, we pay her bills and give 
her accommodation for three months 
until her brother returns from the 
UK. No long thing.

JIDENNA
In this house?

YOLIBA
Even better, she helps Mummy J and 
does other general stuff around the 
house so she earns her keep.

JIDENNA
(Incredulous)

She’s in a wheelchair?!

Yoliba sighs and rises to start packing up the remaining 
packs.

YOLIBA
Think it through. It makes absolute 
sense. Let’s not just throw money 
at a problem but actually invest 
ourselves in seeing it through. 
That’s all I’m saying.
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Yoliba heads into the kitchen as Jidenna contemplates the 
matter.

YOLIBA (O.S.) (CONT’D)
Don’t think for too long though. 
Mummy J will be home in a week.

EXT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/COMPOUND - DAY29 29

A car drives into the compound and after a moment, Nefechi 
dashes out of the house in excitement tying a towel over her 
wet bathing suit and bounds towards the car as it comes to a 
stop. Ima follows behind.

Jidenna alights from the driver’s seat as Yoliba slowly comes 
down from the passenger seat. 

Jidenna goes to retrieve a wheelchair from the boot.

Nefechi pulls open the back door and throws herself on Mummy 
J.

NEFECHI
Grandma!

Mummy J smiles weakly and pats Nefechi with her good hand. 

MUMMY J
(Slowly)

My baby. How are you?

IMA
Welcome home Mummy J.

MUMMY J
Ima dear. Thank you.

Jidenna sets down the wheel chair and assists Lady Mabel out 
of the car. 

Nefechi is startled to see her scarred face. 

NEFECHI
What happened to your face?!

YOLIBA
Nefechi! Manners!

Lady Mabel smiles at Nefechi.

LADY MABEL
It’s a long story darling girl. One 
day I will tell you all about it.
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JIDENNA
(Muttering to himself)

Darling girl?

NEFECHI
(Soberly)

Good day Ma’am.

Lady Mabel shakes her head as Jidenna assists Mummy J out of 
the car and Ima goes to help Yoliba with the luggage.

LADY MABEL
Ma’am? Please call me Lady M. We 
are going to be best of friends.

Nefechi raises an eyebrow as she regards Lady Mabel with 
curiosity while they head inside the house.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/KITCHEN - EVENING30 30

Ima is showing Yoliba a schedule on her laptop and they are 
speaking in whispers.

YOLIBA
(Speaking in low tones)

Lady M says she can keep an eye on 
Nefechi and Mummy J so if we start 
the shoot from 9 am we can be done 
by 2? 3?

Ima shakes her head in disagreement.

Jidenna enters the kitchen unseen, holding a bottle of water 
and opens his mouth to speak but Ima beats him to it.

IMA
3 p.m? That’s pretty ambitious oh. 
More like 5 p.m. Before wardrobe 
and makeup are through with you it 
will be noon--

JIDENNA
(Cutting in)

Wardrobe and makeup?

Yoliba turns around with a gasp.

YOLIBA
Why are you creeping up on me?
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JIDENNA
(Insistent)

Wardrobe and makeup? You are 
planning a shoot? A show?

Yoliba bites her lips and Ima starts packing up her laptop.

IMA
(In a small/guilty voice)

Way past my bedtime. Thanks for 
dinner Yoyo.

Ima leaves the kitchen with Jidenna glaring at her until he 
can’t see her anymore. 

Yoliba pretends to be busy with the dishes.

JIDENNA
(Upset- to Yoliba)

Cat got your tongue? 

Yoliba sighs and speaks, still backing Jidenna.

YOLIBA
(Sober)

Don’t know why you are getting 
riled up. I’m planning a shoot so 
what? 

Jidenna slams the bottle of water on the table and Yoliba 
jerks and turns.

JIDENNA
(Bitterly)

So what?

YOLIBA
(Shakes her head)

You should have been an actor with 
all the theatrics. 

JIDENNA
(Fiercely disbelieving)

My mother is lying there barely 
able to move and you are planning a 
shoot?

Yoliba dries her hands on a towel and starts to leave the 
kitchen.

YOLIBA
Don’t let the devil use you oh. 
Don’t let Lady Mabel see our true 
colors this night. 
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As she passes by Jidenna he grabs her by arm and she squeals.

YOLIBA (CONT’D)
Jidenna!

JIDENNA
(Intense whisper)

Lady Mabel. So this was it- the 
sudden righteous desire to have her 
move in?

Yoliba tries to pry her arm loose.

YOLIBA
(Angry) 

Jide abeg free my hand jor!

JIDENNA
(Smiles coldly)

Great plan you had there. Bring in 
an old woman stuck in a wheelchair 
to care for another bedridden old 
woman while your life continues 
uninterrupted? About right yeah?

Jidenna releases her arm and steps back with a look of utter 
disgust.

JIDENNA (CONT’D)
Go on! Go and be great.

(In a mocking tone.)
Yoyo! The RnB queen.

YOLIBA
(Frustrated)

It’s for one freaking day! And I 
didn’t tell you because I knew you 
would flip! Mummy J would have 
understood!

JIDENNA
(Shouting)

Fuck you! Don’t tell me about Mummy 
J. She’s been in your corner 
forever but this one time--

(Voice goes up an octave)
This one time when she’s down and 
out, you have found a way to--

YOLIBA
(Voice raised)

Jide please keep your voice down. 
You’re going to upset her.
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Jidenna glares at her for a long moment and storms out of the 
kitchen, slamming the door behind him. 

Yoliba starts to cry but quickly wipes her tears and 
straightens.

INT. HOTEL LOUNGE - DAY31 31

Photographers and set designers are setting up for the 
Preggo! photoshoot.

MONTAGE.

A) Yoliba and Ima arrive and are greeted by the EDITOR.

B) Yoliba is being made up/costumed for the photoshoot.

C) Yoliba strikes poses as the photographer takes shots.

D) Ima and the Editor discuss questions for the interview.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/LIVING ROOM - EVENING32 32

Lady Mabel is dishing out food on the dining table and 
Nefechi is stretched out in front of the TV, sleeping. 

Yoliba enters the living room dressed in pyjamas and heads 
for the table. She is tired but clean - face devoid of 
makeup.

LADY MABEL
(Smiling)

I hope you and the boy are very 
hungry. 

Yoliba chuckles as she glances at the food.

YOLIBA
Nice spread Lady M!

LADY MABEL
I understand how these things can 
be my darling girl so I used the 
camp gas to cook-- don’t want you 
stressing after a long day--

(Gestures to a seat)
Sit down now, tuck in.

Yoliba pulls out a chair and sits slowly.
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YOLIBA
(Yawning)

Thank you! I am famished.

Yoliba looks towards the TV and Nefechi.

YOLIBA (CONT’D)
(Calls out)

Nefechi have you eaten?

Nefechi doesn’t respond and Yoliba sighs and starts to eat as 
Jidenna steps into the living room.

LADY MABEL
Hello Jide. Can I dish your food?

Jidenna looks from Yoliba to Lady Mabel and back again. 
Yoliba continues to eat and ignore him.

JIDENNA
(Shakes his head)

No. Thank you.

Lady Mabel raises an eyebrow as she watches him walk towards 
Nefechi who has fallen asleep on the couch. He nudges her 
gently.

JIDENNA (CONT’D)
Princess-- come on, go to bed.

Nefechi rouses drowsily and Jidenna supports her as they head 
into the corridor.

Lady Mabel sighs deeply and claps her hands together. 

Yoliba raises her head and looks at her. 

YOLIBA
(Swallows)

What?

LADY MABEL
Hmmm-- your husband. How long has 
he been cheating on you?

Yoliba spits out her food.

YOLIBA
(Incredulous)

Eh!

Lady Mabel looks contrite.
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LADY MABEL
Oh. I am sorry. You didn’t know?

Yoliba wipes up her mouth.

YOLIBA
(Upset)

Lady Mabel. Are you-- are you okay?

LADY MABEL
(Laughs)

Ahhh! This one is in denial. Sorry 
oh. Let me mind my business.

Lady Mabel starts wheeling her chair towards the kitchen. 
Yoliba’s eyes follow her in disbelief. 

At the entrance to the kitchen Lady Mabel turns.

LADY MABEL (CONT’D)
What the grey head sees from a 
wheelchair, the black head may not 
see standing up.

(Lowers her tone)
If you decide to start seeing, hmm, 
look no further than your Ima’s 
direction.

The cutlery falls from Yoliba’s hands as her eyes grow wide 
with shock.

EXT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/POOLSIDE - DAY33 33

Nefechi is playing around the pool while Lady Mabel watches 
her with an unreadable expression.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/BEDROOM - DAY 34 34

Mummy J is sitting up and glaring at Yoliba. A tray of food 
is placed on a table beside her.

MUMMY J
(Strongly)

I say I won’t eat unless you leave. 
I’m not an invalid Yoyo. Go.

Yoliba rolls her eyes and laughs.

YOLIBA
Mummy J oooo! Abeg stop this drama. 
If you talk too much I’ll come and 
feed you myself oh.
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MUMMY J
(Scoffs)

Hmmm! See this small pikin. 
Mtcheew.

(Shows her muscle)
 I dey kampe! I’ll be dancing rings 
around you on my birthday.

Yoliba sticks out her tongue and Mummy J reluctantly picks up 
the cutlery and starts eating slowly while Yoliba watches. 

MUMMY J (CONT’D)
(Slyly)

So-- what’s the plan for my 
surprise birthday?

YOLIBA
(Laughing)

Mummy the mummy! You carry jazz for 
mouth?

Mummy J picks up a bell and rings it. Yoliba jumps.

YOLIBA (CONT’D)
Wetin happen?

MUMMY J
If you won’t tell me then be going 
oh. 

(Points at Yoliba’s feet)
See your feet is swelling. Go. I’ll 
ring this same bell when I’m done. 

Yoliba exhales.

YOLIBA
Fine. I’ll be in the living room 
with Ima.

MUMMY J
(Nodding)

Good girl. I might just bring out 
the tray myself.

YOLIBA
Mummy J! N o try yourself oh!

Mummy J chuckles and puts another spoonful in her mouth as 
Yoliba leaves with a smile.
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INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/LIVING ROOM - DAY - CONTINUOUS35 35

Ima is showing Yoliba pictures from the photoshoot on her 
laptop.

IMA
(Pointing)

Swaggo preggo! You’re dripping 
sauce in this picture.

Yoliba giggles.

YOLIBA
Yeah yeah. Belle can’t keep a good 
woman down jor.

They chuckle and continue scrolling through. 

YOLIBA (CONT’D)
(Stretches)

Men. I haven’t ordered the cake for 
Mummy J’s birthday next week. Could 
you add that to my schedule for 
Monday?

Ima nods and makes a note.

IMA
How old will she be?

YOLIBA
(Smiles)

72 only. Our ever young Mummy J.

The corridor door opens and Jidenna emerges carrying a tray 
with used plates/cutlery. Yoliba looks up.

YOLIBA (CONT’D)
Ah. I was coming to get that. Mummy 
J said she would ring when she was 
done.

Jidenna eyes her.

JIDENNA
Would it have killed you to wait a 
few minutes and watch her eat?

Yoliba is taken aback.

YOLIBA
Ah ah! Mummy J practically pursued 
me from her room now. Why--
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Jidenna shakes his head and looks at Ima.

JIDENNA
Ima. I’ll soon punish you for this 
misbehavior.

Ima chuckles and Yoliba glances at her with a shrewd look.

IMA
Mr. Jide my hands are clean oh.

Jidenna walks towards the kitchen.

JIDENNA
Yeah right.

Yoliba glares at Ima.

YOLIBA
I fail to see what part of this 
convo was so amusing.

IMA
(Shrugs and smiles)

Mr. Jide’s threats were funny now-- 

YOLIBA
(Eyebrow raised)

They were? I didn’t catch the humor 
in being punished. Unless maybe--

Jidenna steps out of the kitchen and heads back towards the 
corridor.

Nefechi dashes into the living room in her bathing suit.

NEFECHI
(Yelling)

Lady M is-- she’s drowning in the 
pool!

Everybody freezes for a millisecond and then Jidenna charges 
out followed by Nefechi and Ima and Yoliba.

MUMMY J (O.S.)
(Faintly)

What is it?

EXT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/POOLSIDE - DAY36 36

Jidenna and Ima are pulling Lady Mabel out of the pool while 
Yoliba hurries towards them with a bundle of towels. 
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Nefechi is sitting on a pool chair, wrapped in a towel as 
Yoliba hands the towels to Ima.

JIDENNA
(Worried; to Lady Mabel)

What happened? Did the brakes go 
bad?

They put Lady Mabel in her wheelchair and wrap a towel around 
with which she wipes her face slowly.

LADY MABEL
(Shivering)

My brakes are in perfect condition. 
It was-

(Points to Nefechi)
That little devil that pushed me 
in.

Everyone turns in shock to face Nefechi who looks equally 
startled.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/MASTER BEDROOM - EVENING37 37

Nefechi is sobbing profusely as her parents grill her.

NEFECHI
(Sobbing)

I swear I didn’t touch her--

YOLIBA
(Sternly)

Please stop with the ‘I swear’ 
something. So is she lying? She 
threw herself inside the pool?

Jidenna exhales.

JIDENNA
(Calmly)

You know you can tell me anything. 
What happened?

NEFECHI
(Tearful and upset)

I can’t believe I have to say the 
same thing over and over again! Why 
would you believe that ugly old 
woman over me?
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YOLIBA
(Furious)

Kamnefechi! If I woze you this 
evening! 

JIDENNA
Yoyo calm down. Let’s--

YOLIBA
(Shakes her head 
vigorously)

Jidenna! Stop making this child 
think say her shit no dey smell!

Nefechi shakes her head with a soft cry and runs from the 
room. 

Yoliba starts to chase her but is restrained by Jidenna.  

JIDENNA
What do you want to do? Chase her 
around like the last time?

Yoliba shrugs out of Jidenna’s grasp with a long hiss.

YOLIBA
She should just thank her stars. 
What sort of stupid tantrum 
throwing will make her push a 
helpless old woman into a pool?!

Jidenna sighs.

JIDENNA
I’ll check in on Lady M and then 
speak with Nefechi again. Please 
let me handle this.

Jidenna leaves. 

Out on Yoliba, worried and lost in thought.

EXT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME - NIGHT38 38

Audience POV. Someone is watching the Sotonye’s home.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/LIVING ROOM - MORNING39 39

A sullen Nefechi is standing before Lady Mabel. Her parents 
are sitting to the side and watching.
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YOLIBA
Louder please.

NEFECHI
I’m sorry for--

(She glares at Lady Mabel)
everything. And I promise it won’t 
happen again.

LADY MABEL
(Smiles graciously)

Of course my darling girl. Apology 
accepted. We must never let the 
devil use us.

Jidenna stares at Lady Mabel with an unreadable expression.

YOLIBA
(Smiles)

Thank you Lady Mabel.

Yoliba eyes Nefechi.

NEFECHI
(Downcast)

Thank you.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/LIVING ROOM - DAY40 40

The living room is nicely decorated with birthday streamers 
etc. A huge cake with 72 is on the centre table with drinks, 
cupcakes, wine bottles etc. Nefechi dashes around placing 
boxed gifts in various corners. Party music plays in the 
background.

Lady Mabel is arranging serviettes and cutlery on a tray on 
the dining table which is laden with food and small chops. 

LADY MABEL
(Sternly)

Nefechi turn that off immediately! 
It’s giving me a headache. 

NEFECHI
(Sullen)

It’s a party. There has to be 
music.

LADY MABEL
(Narrows her eyes)

What did your mother say about 
talking back at me?
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Nefechi rolls her eyes and goes to turn off the music. 

The exit door opens and Ima enters followed by Jidenna who is 
carrying a zipped dress pouch.

NEFECHI
(Speaking fast)

Daddy, welcome. Don’t we need music 
for the party?

Jidenna looks around in surprise.

Yoliba emerges from the room dressed nicely and carrying a 
camera. She looks from Ima to Jidenna.

NEFECHI (CONT’D)
Mummy can I play the music now?

Yoliba nods distractedly and Nefechi sticks out her tongue at 
Lady Mabel and goes to turn on the music.

YOLIBA
(To Ima)

Why are you with my husband?

JIDENNA
(To Yoliba)

What is going on here?

Music starts playing in the background.

IMA
(To Yoliba)

I helped him pick Mummy J’s 
dress.

YOLIBA
(To Jidenna)

Duh! Did you forget it’s 
Mummy J’s birthday?

YOLIBA (CONT’D)
(Puzzled)

Mummy J’s dress?

JIDENNA
(Scoffs)

Did I forget? I have guests 
arriving at the restaurant in an 
hour!

Yoliba’s mouth falls open and she exchanges a look with Lady 
Mabel.

YOLIBA
You planned a birthday party for 
Mummy J in a ‘Restorant’ and never 
thought to mention it?

Jidenna waves his hands around the living room.

JIDENNA
I could ask you the same thing!
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Yoliba gasps and folds her arms across her bosom.

YOLIBA
My goodness! And you called my 
Manager to go buy a dress?!

Nefechi frowns as she looks worriedly from one parent to the 
other. 

Ima exhales and shakes her head. 

Lady Mabel observes in silence.

JIDENNA
Well. You’re always busy.

Yoliba keeps the camera on the table and claps her hands in 
disbelief.

YOLIBA
Mummy J is recovering from a bloody 
stroke and you want to drag her out 
to a restaurant with guests?

JIDENNA
(Nods)

Exactly. She needs a breath of 
fresh air. She’s much stronger and 
she’s tired of being cooped up in 
her room. I would know, I speak 
with her everyday.

Jidenna turns to Nefechi.

JIDENNA (CONT’D)
Go wear something pretty honey--

NEFECHI
(Pained)

But I spent all day making this 
nice for Grandma-- And Mummy spent 
all day cooking--

MUMMY J (O.S.)
We will have to reschedule that 
restaurant trip-- 

Everyone turns to the door as Mummy J walks out, leaning on a 
cane. Nefechi rushes to help her.

JIDENNA
Mama. 

Yoliba clears a seat and they lower Mummy J on it.
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MUMMY J
Thank you my darlings.

JIDENNA
(Struggling to smile)

Mama. It’s your birthday. Let’s go 
and paint the town orange.

Mummy J looks up at him and points to the birthday cake.

MUMMY J
I want to cut that cake.

JIDENNA
There’s a cake there for you-- 
bigger even.

Mummy J turns to Nefechi and Mummy J.

MUMMY J
Turn up the music! I want to dance.

Nefechi giggles and goes to turn it up. 

Yoliba glares at Jidenna as she picks up her camera and turns 
to Lady Mabel.

YOLIBA
Let’s start with the drinks.

Lady Mabel nods and starts pouring wine into wineglasses. 

Ima shrugs and goes to help Lady Mabel to dish small chops on 
disposable plates.

Mummy J rises again with Nefechi’s assistance and they 
shuffle to the song as they approach the cake.

YOLIBA (CONT’D)
Go Mummy J! Let’s do this for 72!

Jidenna stands there crestfallen and finally drops into a 
couch with a drawn-out sigh.

Mummy J cuts the cake with Nefechi’s assistance and Yoliba 
takes pictures.

NEFECHI
(Singing)

Happy birthday to you, happy 
birthday to you, happy birthday 
dear Grandma, we love you so much!
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Lady Mabel hands Yoliba a glass of orange juice and proffers 
a glass of wine to Jidenna. He shakes his head and doesn’t 
take it.

Yoliba drinks from the glass as she joins Nefechi to dance 
with Mummy J.

Jidenna observes them for a long moment then he drops the 
dress pouch on the couch and leaves the house.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/MASTER BEDROOM - NIGHT41 41

The room is dark. Two figures are lying on the bed. One of 
the figures keeps trashing and eventually sits up with a cry, 
clutching her stomach. 

YOLIBA
(Crying and writhing)

Ahhh-- something is happening-- 
ahh, my belly, my baby.

Jidenna sits up groggily and rubs his eyes.

YOLIBA (CONT’D)
(Screaming)

Ahhhh!

JIDENNA
Ah ah! Yoliba what is it?

Jidenna jumps off the bed and stumbles to turn on the light.

Yoliba is bleeding on the bed as she writhes in pain. 

Jidenna stares in horror at the sight. 

JIDENNA (CONT’D)
(Yelling)

Lady M, Mama! Come oh, come!

YOLIBA
(Panting)

Hos-pit-al nowwww.

Jidenna opens the door and then lifts her up and heads out.

LADY MABEL (O.S.)
I’m coming oh--
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INT. HOSPITAL/WAITING ROOM - NIGHT42 42

Doctor Kaine hurries in from the exit dressed in his pyjamas 
and meets Jidenna who is pacing in the waiting room.

Jidenna grabs him, close to tears.

JIDENNA
Get in there Doc Kay! They say the 
baby is in distress--

Doctor Kaine nods and hurries on.

DOCTOR KAINE
You’ve signed the papers?

Jidenna nods.

DOCTOR KAINE (CONT’D)
Pray then. We will do our best.

Doctor Kaine hurries away and Jidenna falls to his knees, 
clasps his hands together and starts blubbering.

JIDENNA
God please-- Please my Yoyo-- she’s 
my everything. Save both of them 
but if you have to choose

(Sobs)
Choose my Yoliba, please God, oh 
God.

INT. HOSPITAL/WARD - MORNING43 43

Yoliba is sleeping while a red-eyed Jidenna watches over her 
as a NURSE checks her drip etc.

Doctor Kaine pokes his head into the ward.

DOCTOR KAINE
(Quietly)

Good morning Mr. Sotonye.

Jidenna smiles at him.

JIDENNA
(Quietly)

Thank you.

Doctor Kaine shakes his head and smiles as he enters the 
ward.
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DOCTOR KAINE
We thank God-- although we wonder 
why he let’s these things happen.

Jidenna sniffles.

JIDENNA
She was on her feet for most of 
yesterday-- I don’t know-- could it 
be stress?

Doctor Kaine shakes his head reflectively.

DOCTOR KAINE
We really don’t know. She was in so 
much pain but she wasn’t dilated at 
all and the baby’s heartbeat was 
slowing. It was best to get him out 
of there.

Jidenna nods and glances at the Nurse as she leaves.

JIDENNA
How long will it-- he be incubated 
for?

DOCTOR KAINE
1-2 weeks. We’re watching him very 
closely--

Jidenna sighs tiredly.

DOCTOR KAINE (CONT’D)
It’s nothing to worry about. He’s a 
healthy baby--

(Smiles)
Just a little too eager to get out 
of his confinement. 

Jidenna smiles and glances at Yoliba who is still sleeping.

JIDENNA
Maybe he knew how anxious we were 
to meet him.

(Glances at his watch)
I need to dash home.

DOCTOR KAINE
Sure. Mrs. Sotonye is in very good 
hands.

They leave, with Jidenna casting one long, last glance at 
Yoliba.
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INT. HOSPITAL/WARD - DAY44 44

Audience POV. Someone is watching Yoliba as she sleeps. 
[BEAT]

Yoliba wakes up suddenly and glances around, aware that 
someone was looking at her.

YOLIBA
(Softly)

Jay. Is that you?

No response.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/MUMMY J’S BEDROOM - DAY45 45

Mummy J is sitting up on a chair in her room and eating 
thinly sliced fruits. Jidenna is showing her pictures of the 
baby on his phone.

MUMMY J
(Smiling)

Ekenedilichukwu! That’s his name 
oh. Thank God that all the wahala 
was not in vain.

Jidenna smiles as he goes to sit on the bed.

JIDENNA
Thank God. And thank you Mama. 

MUMMY J
Ah! No need. All I had to do was 
keep tabs on her ovulation cycle 
and exchange her pills for folic 
acid. God--

(Smiles mischievously)
And you handled the rest.

Jidenna laughs.

MUMMY J (CONT’D)
I sometimes wonder how you people 
find the time to make love with all 
the fight-fight una dey do.

JIDENNA
(Bursts into laughter)

See this old woman oh! You want to 
decode the happenings inside a 
couple’s bedroom?

Mummy J waves him aside.
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MUMMY J
Abeg. Wetin I wan use am do? Abi e 
get wetin una dey do wey I no do? 
With four children to show good 
results?

They start laughing. 

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/CORRIDOR - DAY46 46

Lady Mabel is sitting at the door to Mummy J’s bedroom, 
listening. 

CUT BACK TO:

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/MUMMY J’S BEDROOM - DAY - CONTINUOUS47 47

MUMMY J
(Soberly)

I hope that if Yoyo ever finds out 
she won’t be too upset with me oh.

JIDENNA
How will she find out? Ah, Mama, 
there are some things-- some 
secrets that one dies with it. 

MUMMY J
Hmmmm.

(Smiles at Jidenna)
Congratulations Papa Bomboy. 

JIDENNA
(Smiles back)

Thanks Mama.

EXT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/COMPOUND - DAY48 48

Mummy J leans on her cane and watches as Nefechi and Jidenna 
make their way to the car.

MUMMY J
(Chuckling)

So you can miss your Mummy like 
this?

Nefechi giggles and turns around.

NEFECHI
Grandma she’s been gone forever!
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Jidenna opens the car door.

JIDENNA
Yeah. One week is forever in 
Nefechi’s world. Get into the car 
Princess.

Nefechi waves goodbye to Mummy J and goes to enter the car.

Lady Mabel wheels her chair outside and watches and Jidenna 
waves at her.

JIDENNA (CONT’D)
Lady M-- we will be back in a bit-- 
please help Mama back in.

Mummy J shakes her head.

MUMMY J
Na wa oh. You people will never 
forgive me for having a stroke abi? 
I’ll be fine.

LADY MABEL
(Smiles)

She will be fine. I’ll make sure of 
it.

Jidenna nods and starts the car as they shut the doors.

INT. HOSPITAL/WAITING ROOM - DAY49 49

Nefechi is clinging to her mother and speaking in low tones 
while Jidenna talks with Doctor Kaine by the corner.

NEFECHI
(Subdued)

Why can’t we go home with baby 
Kene? His room is all ready.

Yoliba rubs Nefechi’s back.

YOLIBA
(Quietly)

Nefe baby, Doctor Kaine says he 
needs a few more days to get a 
little stronger-- he’ll be home 
soon--

(Smiles)
And you can put him in his pink 
tutu.
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Nefechi giggles and hugs her mother as Jidenna comes over to 
them and envelopes them in a big hug.

DOCTOR KAINE
(Smiling)

Not too tightly. 

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/LIVING ROOM - EVENING50 50

Jidenna opens the door carrying a travel bag and Yoliba 
enters with Nefechi clinging to her. As the door shuts they 
hear thuds against a door.

LADY MABEL (O.S.)
(Faintly)

Mama! Mama! Open the door now.

Yoliba and Jidenna exchange puzzled looks and Jidenna drops 
the bags and heads inside.

JIDENNA (O.S.)
What’s going on?

Yoliba settles into a couch and stretches her legs.

YOLIBA
(Calling out)

Where’s my Mummy J now? Abi is she 
vexing because I didn’t bring Kene 
home?

Louder knocks are heard.

JIDENNA (O.S.)
(Shouting)

Mama open this door now! What kind 
of play is this? I’ll kick this 
door down oh!

YOLIBA
(Perplexed)

Ah ah!

Nefechi rises and heads indoors and Yoliba stands and follows 
her.

INT. SOTONYE’S HOME/MUMMY J’S BEDROOM - EVENING - CONTINUOUS51 51

Mummy J is lying on her bed motionless, open and empty 
medicine containers are scattered around.

Jidenna kicks the door in and bursts into the room, sweating.
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JIDENNA
Mama!

Jidenna hurries to Mummy J and checks her pulse. His face 
falls.

Yoliba enters and her mouth falls open.

YOLIBA
(Crying)

Not again, not again Mummy J.

Nefechi peeks in. 

NEFECHI
(Scared)

Grandma?

Jidenna turns to Yoliba.

JIDENNA
(Quietly)

Take her away.

Yoliba wipes her eyes and leads Nefechi away as Jidenna goes 
to lift Mummy J.

Lady Mabel stares into the room, her eyes wide.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/LIVING ROOM - NIGHT52 52

Jidenna is pacing the living room and speaking in angry, low 
tones to Lady Mabel.

JIDENNA
What the hell happened?! What did 
she say before she locked herself 
in?

LADY MABEL
(Wringing her hands)

Nothing happened. Nothing sir. She 
said she wanted to rest-- I helped 
her to the room. 

JIDENNA
When she didn’t open the door why 
didn’t you call? Why?!

LADY MABEL
(Shakes her head sadly)

She planned this thing well. 
(MORE)
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Mama took my phone with her. I 
didn’t know what else to do.

Jidenna deflates and slumps into a chair. Tears stream 
silently down his face. 

EXT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/POOLSIDE - DAY53 53

Yoliba and Jidenna are sitting by the poolside. Yoliba’s eyes 
are red and swollen.

YOLIBA
(Pained)

It doesn’t make sense! Mummy J 
loved life! 

(Sniffles)
Why would she take her own?

JIDENNA
(Bites his lips)

Yoyo--
(Exhales)

I wish I had these answers.

Yoliba rises and stamps her feet in frustration.

YOLIBA
Then who does? 

(Crying)
How could she do this to me? How 
could she not even wait to see her 
grandson? I don’t get that.

Jidenna rises and goes to hug Yoliba who cries for a bit.

YOLIBA (CONT’D)
(Wiping her eyes)

When is the autopsy out?

JIDENNA
(Quietly)

Asap I was told.

Yoliba steps back and looks Jidenna in the eye.

YOLIBA
Or is there something you told her 
that you shouldn’t have?

Jidenna shakes his head slowly but looks guilty.

LADY MABEL (CONT'D)
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YOLIBA (CONT’D)
(Nods)

I need to go--

JIDENNA
(Frowns)

To the studio? Now?

YOLIBA
(Nods)

Music makes me forget.

Jidenna exhales and nods slowly as Yoliba leaves. 

Out on Jidenna as a variety of emotions flit across his face.

EXT. ROAD - EVENING - ESTABLISHING54 54

INT. CAR/ ROAD - EVENING55 55

Jidenna is driving. Yoliba seems lost in thought in the 
passenger seat and Nefechi is behind.

NEFECHI
Can I go and visit with Mummy’s 
Mommy? Grandma Enugu?

Jidenna looks at Yoliba who doesn’t seem to have heard and 
nudges her.

JIDENNA
Nefechi wants to go visit your Mom.

Yoliba sighs.

YOLIBA
Not a bad idea.

Nefechi perks up.

NEFECHI
Really? I can go? When?

YOLIBA
(Turns to look at Nefechi)

You’re in a hurry to leave aren’t 
you?
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NEFECHI
(Shrugs)

You are in the hospital with Kene 
half the time-- And I don’t like 
staying alone with Lady M in the 
house where Grandma died.

Jidenna and Yoliba exchange a worried look.

YOLIBA
Yeah you can go but as soon as Kene 
comes home, you do okay?

NEFECHI
Of course. Who’s going to help you 
take care of him?

Yoliba smiles thoughtfully.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/LIVING ROOM - EVENING56 56

Jidenna enters the living room from outside carrying grocery 
bags and trips over Lady Mabel’s body which is tied up.

JIDENNA
Hey! What’s--

Jidenna’s mouth falls open as he looks around the living room 
and sees it has been trashed.

Yoliba enters with Nefechi and freezes.

Lady Mabel mumbles and struggles, her mouth has a gag over it 
which Jidenna removes.

LADY MABEL
(Panting)

Ole! Ole! Thieves! Heyyy!

Yoliba staggers to a seat and sits as Jidenna starts freeing 
Lady Mabel.

JIDENNA
(Frantic)
(To Yoliba)

Call the police.
(To Lady Mabel)

Are they still here?

Lady Mabel shakes her head.
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LADY MABEL
They came-- they came-- guns, 
knives--

Yoliba puts the phone to her ear, her hands trembling with 
fear.

Jidenna lifts Lady Mabel into her wheelchair. 

Then he beckons on Nefechi who runs to him and hugs him 
tightly.

JIDENNA
(To Nefechi)

You’ll travel to Grandma Enugu 
tomorrow.

Nefechi nods quickly.

JIDENNA (CONT’D)
(To Yoliba)

Grab some clothes. We can’t stay 
here.

Yoliba looks at the door to the corridor with terror and 
shakes her head with a ‘I ain’t going in there’ look.

EXT. POLICE STATION - DAY - ESTABLISHING57 57

INT. POLICE STATION/ OFFICE - DAY - CONTINUOUS58 58

Yoliba, Jidenna are listening intently as Lady Mabel 
describes what happened to the DPO and the IPO- DETECTIVE 
BANJO.

LADY MABEL
They must have scaled the fence 
somehow because they came in from 
the pool side. And the door there 
wasn’t locked.

DPO
(To IPO)

Does that theory tally with your 
findings?

DETECTIVE BANJO
Hmmm-- We will have to scout on 
that side of the wall and see if 
there’s a ladder or other signs of 
disturbance. 
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DPO
(To Jidenna)

So have you verified what’s 
missing?

JIDENNA
(Clears his throat)

Well, our laptops, some loose cash--

LADY MABEL
(Interrupting)

But the way- -the way they were 
ransacking the house it was if they 
expected to find something specific-
- eh one of them even said 
something like -- it’s worth a 
million dollars.

Yoliba and Jidenna exchanged surprised looks.

JIDENNA
There is nothing, no property in my 
house worth a million dollars--

YOLIBA
(Incredulous)

Except maybe the house!

JIDENNA
I wonder oh.

LADY MABEL
(Claps her hands together)

Well. That’s what I heard.

DETECTIVE BANJO
Mistaken location perhaps?

JIDENNA
I don’t know. Is it safe to go back 
there?

DPO
Erm, we will assign an officer to 
keep an eye for a few days. In the 
meantime-- are you sure there is 
nothing--

JIDENNA
Ah! DPO, I’m an Architect who runs 
a foundation, not a drug dealer.

The DPO and Detective Banjo slowly exchange a look.
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INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/MASTER BEDROOM - EVENING59 59

Jidenna dusts broken glass off his table when Ima enters 
carrying a sweeping brush and parker.

IMA
Mr. Jide can I sweep your room now?

JIDENNA
Sure. There’s broken glass 
everywhere--

IMA
(Worried)

It does seem like they were just 
smashing things for the sake of it.

Jidenna shrugs and moves aside as Ima bends to sweep.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/KITCHEN - EVENING - CONTINUOUS60 60

Yoliba is sweeping broken glass from the kitchen floor as 
Lady Mabel wheels in carrying some trash and looks around the 
kitchen.

LADY MABEL
Where’s Ima? 

YOLIBA
(Rubs her stomach tiredly)

She’s sweeping the rooms. She’s 
been so helpful--

LADY MABEL
(Scoffs)

Helpful. Is that what the other 
woman is called these days?

Yoliba sighs.

LADY MABEL (CONT’D)
No oh. Don’t take my word for it. 
After all, it’s happening under 
your nose.

Yoliba glares as Lady Mabel for a second and then tosses the 
brush aside and heads out of the kitchen.

CUT BACK TO:
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INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/MASTER BEDROOM - EVENING61 61

Ima and Jidenna are bent over, trying to get out some shards 
of glass from under the table. A shard pricks Jidenna and he 
howls.

JIDENNA
Ouch!

Ima drops her brush and takes his hand to inspect.

IMA
Let me see--

The door is flung open and Yoliba marches in and halts at the 
sight of Ima and Jidenna in each other’s space. 

YOLIBA
(Eyes wide)

Really? Really?!

Jidenna raise his hand to show her.

JIDENNA
I cut myself.

YOLIBA
What a wow! And Ima is your nurse 
right?

Ima looks confused.

IMA
Me ke? I was just--

YOLIBA
Get out. Get out of my bedroom!

JIDENNA
What are you yelling about? She’s 
sweeping.

Cold silence.

Ima drops the brush and heads out angrily. At the door she 
turns.

IMA
(Bitterly)

I’ve been your babysitter, your 
cleaner, your shopper, your 
therapist, your cook, your champion 
Yoliba! How dare you?
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Ima leaves the bedroom and collides into Lady Mabel who 
glares at her.

LADY MABEL
(Maliciously)

Husband snatcher.

EXT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/LIVING ROOM - MORNING62 62

A duvet and pillows are strewn on the couch and Jidenna is 
drinking a cup of coffee in his pyjamas. His finger is 
bandaged. He looks up as Yoliba enters the living room, 
dressed up and carrying a baby car seat.

JIDENNA
Yoliba. What explanation do you 
have for the nonsense you did last 
night?

Yoliba eyes him.

YOLIBA
None.

JIDENNA
Oh. You just chose to embarrass me 
and your manager for no reason in 
particular?

YOLIBA
I know what my eyes saw.

JIDENNA
(Flaring up)

You know what your warped 
imagination saw!

(Smiles bitterly)
Mama would have loved this one.

Yoliba starts to head out.

JIDENNA (CONT’D)
You really think that now - out of 
all the times I could have is the 
time I want to be stepping out on 
you? Babe, my Mama don die! We 
still dey plan burial!  

Yoliba halts and shuts her eyes.

JIDENNA (CONT’D)
And where are you going with the 
car seat?
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YOLIBA
(Tightly)

Kene is coming home today.
(She turns to him)

You forgot?

JIDENNA
After spending the night exiled to 
the sofa? Sure I did!

Yoliba shakes her head and goes to the door.

JIDENNA (CONT’D)
I can get ready--

YOLIBA
Don’t bother.

She leaves and Jidenna sighs helplessly and falls on the 
sofa.

JIDENNA
(Muttering)

Sometimes I hate that woman.

LADY MABEL
I know the feeling.

Jidenna sits up and sees Lady Mabel in front of the kitchen, 
smiling.

EXT. HOSPITAL / PARKING LOT - DAY  63 63

Yoliba is tucking the baby into the car seat as Doctor Kaine 
watches with a troubled look.

Yoliba looks at him.

YOLIBA
Everything’s good?

DOCTOR KAINE
(Nods)

Great. Just tired from a long 
night.

YOLIBA
Sorry--  

(Remembers)
Would you know if Mummy J’s autopsy 
result is out?
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DOCTOR KAINE
I could check for you-- Really 
sorry about that.

YOLIBA
(Nods sadly)

Yeah.

Yoliba smiles at the baby.

YOLIBA (CONT’D)
Let me get my lil man home.

DOCTOR KAINE
Sure.

Doctor Kaine watches with a troubled expression as Yoliba 
goes to enter the car.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/ BABY’S BEDROOM - EVENING64 64

Lady Mabel and Yoliba are cooing over the baby in his crib. 
Yoliba glances at her wristwatch intermittently.

YOLIBA
When exactly did he leave?

LADY MABEL
(Thinks)

Soon after you did oh. Almost like 
he was waiting for you to leave. A 
friend of his came and they left 
together.

Yoliba mouths a ‘wow’ and turns back to the baby.

YOLIBA
(Thoughtful)

Why didn’t Mummy J wait to see 
Kene? 

LADY MABEL
My darling girl. Depression is a 
dark thing. Who knows what memories 
overwhelmed her at the time?

YOLIBA
(Sad)

I still don’t get it.
(Smiles slowly)

On the bright side, Nefe will be so 
happy to see him-- my mother too.
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LADY MABEL
(Startled)

Your mother is coming here?

YOLIBA
(Nods)

Definitely. Do you have any idea 
how long they have waited for me to 
have another baby?

Lady Mabel smiles a knowing smile.

LADY MABEL
Waiting-- I know a lot about that.

Yoliba frowns again as she looks at her watch.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/MASTER BEDROOM - NIGHT65 65

Yoliba is tossing and turning on her bed, alone. She glances 
at her phone for a long moment and then dials Jidenna’s 
number.

YOLIBA
(Muttering)

He thinks this is funny? When did 
this one start?

A phone starts ringing in the room and Yoliba scrambles to a 
table and picks it up. It is Jidenna’s phone. 

Yoliba’s eyes widen in shock as she looks as the phone.

EXT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME - NIGHT66 66

Audience POV. Someone is watching.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/LIVING ROOM - MORNING67 67

Yoliba is pacing in the living room as she makes calls. Lady 
Mabel is carrying the baby.

YOLIBA
(Into phone)

Ima? Please don’t cut the call! 
Have you seen Jidenna? Are you with 
him?

BEAT. 

Yoliba looks at the phone in surprise.
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YOLIBA (CONT’D)
She cut the call.

LADY MABEL
Maybe we should go to the police?

YOLIBA
(Exhales)

Let me have a word with the officer 
outside.

Yoliba stretches out her hands for the baby.

YOLIBA (CONT’D)
Come to Mama--

Lady Mabel refuses to release him.

LADY MABEL
He’s fine. Go and talk to the 
officer.

Yoliba raises an eyebrow.

YOLIBA
I know he is fine--

LADY MABEL
(Exasperated)

Ehn! Then leave him now! Go- go and 
find out where his father is.

YOLIBA
(Pries the baby from Lady 
Mabel’s hands)

Nobody makes me do stuff I don’t 
wanna do. Or vice versa.

Yoliba leaves. Lady Mabel looks displeased.

EXT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/COMPOUND - MORNING - CONTINUOUS68 68

Yoliba speaks with the Officer. Jidenna’s car is absent.

YOLIBA
You didn’t see him leave? Where 
were you?

OFFICER
I stepped out to buy food madam.
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YOLIBA
(Incredulous)

Food? Why didn’t you ask for food 
from the house?

OFFICER
(Shrugs)

I did now. The Mama gave me money 
and said I should go and buy 
instead.

YOLIBA
Ah ah!

Yoliba looks back at the house as the door opens and Lady 
Mabel wheels out.

LADY MABEL
(Calling out)

What is he saying?

YOLIBA
(Upset)

That you sent him out to buy food 
so he didn’t even see Jide leave!

LADY MABEL
(To Officer)

My son. But you said you wanted 
swallow didn’t you?

The Officer nods and Lady Mabel turns to Yoliba.

LADY MABEL (CONT’D)
There was no soup in the house my 
dear and I wanted to make him 
comfortable so I-- gave him money 
to eat well.

Yoliba sighs.

YOLIBA
I’ll wait another hour then I’m 
going to the police.

The Officer shuffles his feet miserably as Yoliba heads back 
inside.

INT. POLICE STATION/ DETECTIVE BANJO’S OFFICE - DAY69 69

Yoliba is carrying baby Kene and trying to soothe him but he 
keeps crying. 
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Lady Mabel looks worried as Detective Banjo tries to ask 
questions above the noise.

DETECTIVE BANJO
Your husband didn’t strike me as 
the runaway type--

YOLIBA
(Stressed)

He isn’t! I mean, I just brought 
Kene home-- he wouldn’t have missed 
it for the world. 

Lady Mabel smirks, unseen by Yoliba but the Detective 
notices.

DETECTIVE BANJO
Erm, Mrs. Sotonye does the baby 
need something?

YOLIBA
I think I should feed him

(Looks around)
Is there somewhere I could--

Detective Banjo nods.

DETECTIVE BANJO
Sure.

He rises and Yoliba follows him as they leave. A moment 
later, he returns.

LADY MABEL
Hmmm--

DETECTIVE BANJO
Is there something you want to 
share?

LADY MABEL
Even a fool can see this is all 
related. The break in, the 
cheating, the fighting, the threats-
-

DETECTIVE BANJO
Fighting? Cheating? Threats? 
Related how?

LADY MABEL
He’s been cheating on her.
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DETECTIVE BANJO
(Scoffs)

Big deal.

LADY MABEL
She’s threatened him several times. 
They even had a fight that morning.

Detective Banjo frowns at Lady Mabel.

DETECTIVE BANJO
I’m listening.

LADY MABEL
Maybe she sent the burglars. Maybe 
she’s done away with him.

Detective Banjo starts laughing.

DETECTIVE BANJO
Too many potholes in your theory-- 
but first, why are you telling me 
this? Isn’t she your benefactor? 
The reason you’re living in that 
home?

Lady Mabel stiffens.

LADY MABEL
(Stutters)

I’m just--trying -- trying to help. 
Plus-- there is a baby involved. 
What if-- I don’t know-- she might 
be a psychopath.

DETECTIVE BANJO
Hmmm-- 

Detective Banjo makes some notes in a file.

DETECTIVE BANJO (CONT’D)
Thank you Lady Mabel--

Lady Mabel nods and starts to leave.

DETECTIVE BANJO (CONT’D)
Just to confirm though-- it was you 
who permitted the officer on guard 
to leave the vicinity?

Lady Mabel presses her lips together and frowns. Then she 
nods slowly.
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LADY MABEL
An old woman’s folly. It won’t 
happen again. 

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/LIVING ROOM - EVENING70 70

Yoliba is tucked under the duvet that Jidenna used, staring 
at nothing. Baby Kene is lying/sleeping beside her.

Lady Mabel wheels in and observes her.

LADY MABEL
You should eat. You’re 
breastfeeding.

Yoliba shakes her head.

YOLIBA
Is he punishing me?

LADY MABEL
For what? Catching him red-handed?

Yoliba shakes her head.

YOLIBA
(Sighs)

I’m not sure that was what I saw 
anymore--

LADY MABEL
Hmmm- I thought you would point the 
police in Ima’s direction. What if 
they’ve eloped?

Yoliba is stupefied.

YOLIBA
Eloped?

(Scoffs)
My Jidenna? Impossicant. 

LADY MABEL
Men can be--

YOLIBA
Anything at all! Jidenna has been a 
shitty husband many times but me 
and him? We ain’t going anywhere. 
Na here, inside this marriage we go 
die.
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LADY MABEL
Anyway, eloping is not even a 
criminal offence is it?

Yoliba sits up and stares at Lady Mabel.

YOLIBA
Jidenna and I? Hmm. We share a bond 
thicker than blood. Deeper than 
sex. Stronger than family. Ima fine 
oh, but she no fine reach.

LADY MABEL
So where is he?

YOLIBA
(Coldly)

I don’t know. But the wozing I will 
woze him when he recovers from 
whatever stupidity got a hold of 
him eh! Mtcheww!

Out on Yoliba, angry.

EXT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME - NIGHT71 71

Audience POV. Someone is watching the home.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/ BABY’S BEDROOM - MORNING72 72

Lady Mabel is tending to baby Kene who is whimpering as 
Yoliba enters the room, speaking on the phone.

YOLIBA
(Into phone)

You remember what I said you should 
tell her?

GRANDMA ENUGU (FILTERED)
That he travelled and forgot his 
phone? Yes. Are you sure we should 
not come? 

YOLIBA
(Into phone)

Mommy if you come what will you 
tell Nefechi now? Just wait. Let’s 
give it another week-- 
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GRANDMA ENUGU (FILTERED)
(In Igbo)

God forbid! Jidenna will come back 
today in Jesus name!

YOLIBA
(Into phone)

Amen!

GRANDMA ENUGU (FILTERED)
Next tomorrow. We are coming. Greet 
my baby boy oh. Tell him I’m 
coming.

YOLIBA
(Into phone)

Okay Mommy. Love you.

Yoliba cuts the calls and looks at Lady Mabel who is rocking 
baby Kene.

YOLIBA (CONT’D)
Why was he crying?

LADY MABEL
I think it’s colic. He’s 
uncomfortable.

Yoliba extends her hands and Lady Mabel hands her the baby.

YOLIBA
(Cooing)

Kay baby. Ogini?

LADY MABEL
There’s this thing I gave my -- my -
- brother’s son, erm, Gripe water? 
It really helped him.

Yoliba walks around the room, rocking Kene.

YOLIBA
Is it a local brew?

LADY MABEL
No oh. Bought it from a pharmacist.

(Shakes her head)
You keep forgetting I was a nurse.

Kene starts crying again and Yoliba rocks him.

YOLIBA
Maybe-- Okay, let me dash out and 
get it. Can you give me his socks?
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LADY MABEL
You want to carry Kene just to go 
down the road?

YOLIBA
It’s no biggie-- the ride might 
soothe him.

LADY MABEL
Okay oh. 

(Claps hands)
Let me go and mind my business.

Yoliba chuckles.

YOLIBA
You can come with us--

LADY MABEL
No oh. No need.

Lady Mabel hands her the socks and starts wheeling herself 
out. 

Kene starts fussing again and Yoliba glances at him 
thoughtfully.

YOLIBA
(Calls out)

Then again, Lady M please come and 
hold him. 

Lady Mabel re-enters the room and Yoliba hands her the baby.

YOLIBA (CONT’D)
Gripe water bah? I’ll be back in 5.

LADY MABEL
(Smiles)

Take your time. 

I/E. CAR/ ROAD - DAY73 73

Yoliba is driving down her street when she sees Doctor Kaine 
flagging her down. She slows the car and opens the window. 

YOLIBA
Doctor Kaine? 

DOCTOR KAINE
(Deadly serious)

We need to talk.
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EXT. ROAD - DAY - CONTINUOUS74 74

Yoliba alights from her car. 

YOLIBA
Here? You want to talk here? About 
what?

DOCTOR KAINE
She’s not who she says she is.

YOLIBA
(Puzzled)

Who?

DOCTOR KAINE
The woman in your house. 

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/ BABY’S BEDROOM75 75

DOCTOR KAINE (V.O.)
For one thing, she is not 
paralyzed.

Lady Mabel rises to her feet and stretches her legs as she 
places the baby back in his crib.

DOCTOR KAINE (V.O.)
And-- she’s not blind--

Lady Mabel removes the eye patch on her eye and blinks.

DOCTOR KAINE (V.O.)
Neither is she scarred.

Lady Mabel turns to the mirror and starts peeling off the 
scarred part of her face. She takes the baby’s wipes and 
removes all the makeup from her face.

DOCTOR KAINE (V.O.)
The one thing she is, is vengeful.

Lady Mabel picks up Baby Kene from the crib and leaves the 
room.

CUT BACK TO:

76 76
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EXT. ROAD - DAY - CONTINUOUS77 77

Yoliba staggers.

YOLIBA
(Horrified)

Who the hell is she?!

DOCTOR KAINE
(Quietly)

A mother-- who has not stopped 
mourning the death of her son.

Yoliba gasps and puts her hand over her mouth as she blinks 
back tears.

YOLIBA
Who the hell are you?

DOCTOR KAINE
(Sadly)

Her brother.

EXT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/COMPOUND - MORNING - CONTINUOUS78 78

Yoliba drives into the compound and leaps down from the car. 
Doctor Kaine drives in too and they head for the door.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/LIVING ROOM - MORNING - CONTINUOUS79 79

Yoliba bursts in as Lady Mabel pushes baby Kene in his 
stroller into the living room.

Both parties freeze in shock until Doctor Kaine hurries in 
and Lady Mabel’s eyes widen in realization.

LADY MABEL
(Hissing loudly)

So your liver cut true true? You 
sure say you be my brother so?

Yoliba’s eyes fill with tears and she stretches her arms 
towards Lady Mabel in a pleading gesture.

YOLIBA
Lady M-- please give me my baby.

Lady Mabel rolls her eyes.
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LADY MABEL
(To Kaine)

Why you open my nyash like this? 
She no even want the pikin!

YOLIBA
Eh?

LADY MABEL
Yes now. No be your Mummy J and 
your husband plan am make you get 
belle? 

YOLIBA
(Incredulous)

I don’t know what you are talking 
about-- please just give me my baby-

DOCTOR KAINE
Where’s the officer?

Lady Mabel scowls at him. 

LADY MABEL
Same place where her husband dey--

YOLIBA
(Horrified)

What?! What is going on?!

Doctor Kaine heads out of the house.

LADY MABEL
(Bitterly)

What did you people think? Say you 
go kill my pikin come dey jollify 
your life?

I/E. CAR/ EXPRESS ROAD - EARLY EVENING - FLASHBACK BEGINS80 80

A younger Yoliba is sleeping in the passenger seat of a car 
while Jidenna drives and coughs intermittently. A cough syrup 
bottle is in the pigeon hole.

Jidenna dozes off and the car veers off but he quickly wakes 
up again and rubs his eyes as he continues driving. He puts 
on the radio but gets only static and then switches it off 
again. 

After a moment he starts to doze off again and jerks awake 
when a thud sounds against his car and he squeals to a stop.
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Yoliba wakes up and glances around.

YOLIBA
(Yawning)

What happened?

Jidenna is still.

JIDENNA
I don’t know. 

Yoliba looks confused.

YOLIBA
Then why did we stop?

JIDENNA
(Quietly)

I think I hit something.

YOLIBA
(Uncomfortable)

Ah. Go and check now--

Jidenna nods and slowly steps out of the car and walks 
backwards as Yoliba watches.

He staggers as he sees a young boy, lying mangled on the 
road. A tray of oranges flung to the side.

Yoliba climbs down from the carry and hurries to him. She 
freezes when she sees the boy’s body and starts retching.

From a distance, Lady Mabel approaches glancing around.

LADY MABEL
Sodi! Sodi! Where you put head now?

Lady Mabel sights them from a distance and halts. 

Then she starts running towards them.

LADY MABEL (CONT’D)
(Yelling)

Una come oh! I no know wetin I day 
see oh-- Sodi, Sodi stand up!

Yoliba tugs Jidenna.

YOLIBA
(Fearful)

We have to go--
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JIDENNA
We can’t leave--

YOLIBA
(Crying)

They’re going to mob us Jide-- they 
are going to kill us.

Yoliba turns and runs back to the car. 

Lady Mabel is still running towards them. 

A younger Doctor Kaine appears from the side of the road and 
looks towards Jidenna.

LADY MABEL
(Wailing)

Nkasi hold them oh, hold them!

Jidenna takes one last look at the boy’s mangled body and 
then races to the car and jumps in.

Before Kaine and Lady Mabel reach the car, he speeds off. 

A few other UNIDENTIFIED PEOPLE run into the road as Lady 
Mabel reaches the boy’s prone body and goes into full blown 
hysteria.

LADY MABEL (V.O.)
Una come run. Run! Run, leave my 
pikin as im body scatter for road. 
And una no think say one day na one 
day?

FLASHBACK ENDS.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/LIVING ROOM - MORNING81 81

Yoliba is sobbing on her knees as Doctor Kaine leads a groggy 
Jidenna into the living room.

Yoliba gasps and rises to hug Jidenna, sobbing profusely.

YOLIBA
Baby-- she’s got our baby.

LADY MABEL
(Irritated)

Nkasi wetin come be your plan?

DOCTOR KAINE
We don overdo this matter. 
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Lady Mabel spits at his feet. Then she leans over and lift 
the baby from his stroller. 

Yoliba weeps loudly.

JIDENNA
(Groggily)

Madam. We did a bad thing. A very 
bad thing. But don’t kill this baby-
-

Lady Mabel scoffs as she cuddles the baby.

LADY MABEL
Kill? I’m not a killer like you 
people oh. Na my pikin I dey find. 

(She smiles at Kene)
I almost grab Nefechi a few years 
ago but--

(shakes her head)
Mmmmm-- she been don old. She go 
give me trouble.

Yoliba and Jidenna exchange shocked looks.

JIDENNA
It was you. The shopping mall.

YOLIBA
(Incredulous)

That was almost 4 years ago-- No 
way--

LADY MABEL
(Chuckles)

You think say na today I begin find 
una?

(Gestures at Doctor Kaine)
Na im help me find you-- you 
Jidenna.

DOCTOR KAINE
(Watching Lady Mabel 
carefully)

I found you through your 
foundation.

(Looks at Jidenna)
You actually came back there for a 
mission trip? You didn’t think 
anyone would remember?

YOLIBA
(Broken)

You went back there?
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Jidenna leans against the wall as tears well up in his eyes.

JIDENNA
(Teary)

I’m so sorry. I-- I wasn’t drunk or 
anything. I was just sleepy-- he, 
he just came out of nowhere-- I 
wanted to make amends but I didn’t 
know how to so--

YOLIBA
(Hysterical)

So you are the reason she has my 
baby in her arms right now!

JIDENNA
(Upset)

You blame me for everything. You 
didn’t even want the baby! And if 
you hadn’t run I would have stayed 
and faced up to what I had done.

Yoliba wilts and puts a hand over her mouth.

Jidenna starts sobbing and then kneels and clasps his hands.

JIDENNA (CONT’D)
Lady Mabel-- or whatever your name 
is-- please I’m sorry. Nothing can 
bring your boy back but hurting us-- 

Jidenna stops talking and ponders.

JIDENNA (CONT’D)
Hurting us is what you have been 
doing all this while isn’t it? Did 
you-- did you kill my mother?

LADY MABEL
Nkasi?

DOCTOR KAINE
She died of a heart attack--

YOLIBA
But the empty drug bottles--

DOCTOR KAINE
Stage managed.

YOLIBA
Haaaa! Haaaa!

Lady Mabel gestures at Doctor Kaine.
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LADY MABEL
I dey comot here now. 

She flicks a pen knife open with her free hand.

LADY MABEL (CONT’D)
If anybody touch me, I go forget 
this knife for inside this pikin 
chest. 

DOCTOR KAINE
Sister--

Lady Mabel hefts a baby bag to her shoulder and approaches 
the entrance.

YOLIBA
(Thoughtfully)

The night I went into distress, was 
that you?

Lady Mabel smiles widely.

LADY MABEL
Na everything I go talk? Me I tire 
to wait make you born pikin--

(She shrugs)
I hold knife for hand oh.

Lady Mabel moves towards the door again and Jidenna rises and 
observes her carefully.

LADY MABEL (CONT’D)
(To Doctor Kaine)

You know say na kirikiri you wan go 
so? 

(Suddenly yells)
Na God go judge all of una! Abi na 
dis wicked people wey kill my son 
you wan follow? 

Lady Mabel opens the door to leave.

DOCTOR KAINE
(Quietly)

No be dem kill Sodi. 

Deadly silence.

Lady Mabel turns.
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LADY MABEL
(Furious)

Nkasi! Na you dey talk this thing? 
Wetin I take my eye see?

Baby Kene wakes up and Lady Mabel rocks him roughly. Yoliba 
winces.

JIDENNA
(Pleading)

Doc Kay-- Nkasi-- Please don’t stop 
talking.

DOCTOR KAINE
Na true say the car hit Sodi but-- 
Sodi been don die before the car 
hit am.

Yoliba’s mouth falls open.

YOLIBA
Waaaaaa--

Lady Mabel falters and her breathing gets heavier.

LADY MABEL
Nkasi you dey craze! You say na 
wetin?!

DOCTOR KAINE
(Exhales)

Sister na accident.

EXT. CLEARED AREA IN A FOREST - AFTERNOON - FLASHBACK BEGINS82 82

A group of rough looking boys are handing around, sharpening 
knives, wrapping weed and smoking and a few are handling 
guns.

A young Doctor Kaine/NKASI walks in and they hail him.

THUG 1
Don Kay!

Doctor Kaine acknowledges the greeting and walks towards the 
group of boys with guns. They talk [Ad- lib]

Thug 1 sees a movement in the bushes and shouts.

THUG 1 (CONT’D)
Who dey there? Show yourself or 
die!
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All the boys turns in that direction and after a moment, 
SODI, a 7 year-old boy steps out from his hiding place 
carrying a tray of oranges.

SODI
(Small voice)

Abeg no kill me.

The boys start laughing but Doctor Kaine marches up to Sodi 
angrily.

DOCTOR KAINE
(Angry)

I no tell you make you no follow me 
come here? 

SODI
(Stubborn)

Uncle Nkasi abeg na. Shebi na me go 
take over wen you die?

Thug 1 chuckles.

THUG 2
(Calls out)

Shebi na you go kill am?

THUG 1
E say na im go take over.

The boys roar with laughter.

DOCTOR KAINE
(Sighs)

Stay one corner. No touch anything. 
No talk anything. Before you go, I 
go give you money for the orange.

Sodi nods eagerly as he sets the tray down and skips off. 

Doctor Kaine shakes his head and smiles as he walks back to 
the boys.

DOCTOR KAINE (V.O.)
One of the guys dey mix gunpowder, 
come leave am comot.

Sodi looks around and then packs some gunpowder and runs to 
one corner with it. 

He looks around as he carefully rolls it into a piece of 
paper. 

83.



Then he places the rolled paper in his mouth and strikes a 
match.

DOCTOR KAINE (V.O.)
I know no wetin I go do. 

(Sighs)
Na so we carry am go keep for road.

FLASHBACK ENDS.

INT. THE SOTONYE’S HOME/LIVING ROOM - MORNING83 83

Lady Mabel howls as if her heart is shattered and bursts into 
tears.

Baby Kene joins her to wail.

Yoliba is crying hysterically.

Jidenna is sitting on the ground and sobbing.

LADY MABEL
(Blubbering)

Nkasi! Nkasi! Nkasi na you kill my 
pikin?

Lady Mabel screams again and staggers almost dropping the 
baby. The knife clatters from her hand.

Yoliba quickly steps forward and takes the baby as Jidenna 
rises and hugs them tightly, backing the exit door.

DOCTOR KAINE
(Sadly)

You know say I love Sodi--
(Starts crying)

Na accident-- na mistake.

Behind Lady Mabel, Detective Banjo and some Officers make 
their way towards the entrance unseen by her.

LADY MABEL
(Slumps to the floor and 
starts mumbling)

Sodi. Sodi. Sodi. Sodi. 

She looks at Nkasi and shuts her eyes in sorrow. 

Detective Banjo barges in gun raised.
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DETECTIVE BANJO
Mrs. Sotonye! We saw your husband’s 
car abandoned and suspect he has 
been kidnapped! We have also been 
unable to reach the officer in 
charge of protecting--

He stops talking as Jidenna turns around and faces him.

DETECTIVE BANJO (CONT’D)
Ah!

INT. GRANDMA ENUGU’S HOUSE/ LIVING ROOM - DAY84 84

Nefechi is cooing over Kene who is lying in a baby swing. 

Grandma Enugu is slicing fruits on the dining table.

NEFECHI
(To Grandma)

Grandma can I feed Kene some 
watermelon?

Jidenna and Yoliba are lying together on the couch.

YOLIBA
(Raises her head)

No thank you--

GRANDMA ENUGU
Don’t mind your Mommy. She doesn’t 
know I was feeding her fufu at two 
months--

Yoliba and Jidenna start chuckling and Jidenna nuzzles 
Yoliba.

JIDENNA
Fufu baby.

YOLIBA
(Rolls her eyes)

Leave me jor.

Yoliba’s phone rings and she fishes it out of a handbag and 
glances at the screen.

YOLIBA (CONT’D)
(Sighs)

Ima the hound. Wonder what she’s 
dug up this time.
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JIDENNA
For the RnB crossover queen? It had 
better be good.

(He nudges her)
 Answer now.

Yoliba glances at the phone for a bit and then silences it 
and puts it down.

YOLIBA
Naaa-- we’ll talk later. Plus if 
it’s not in Enugu, I ain’t that 
interested in travelling anywhere 
right now.

Jidenna smiles and pulls Yoliba closer.

JIDENNA
Let’s play two things-- I’ll start.

Yoliba smiles lovingly and nods.

JIDENNA (CONT’D)
Two things I never want to see 
again- Lady Mabel and--

YOLIBA
(Soberly)

Her brother--

Jidenna nods.

JIDENNA
Amen. May their jail term be long 
and uneventful.

YOLIBA
Isheeeeeeeeee.

JIDENNA
Two things I never want to feel 
again-- guilt-- regret-- and the 
pain of blaming you for my pain.

YOLIBA
That’s three--

JIDENNA
I know--
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YOLIBA
(Nods)

Two things I’ll never stop 
wondering about-- how the hell I 
let that woman into my home and my 
head-- and how Mummy J switched out 
my pills and I didn’t even notice.

JIDENNA
(Winces)

Ouch. Forgive us.

YOLIBA
(Smiles)

You’re lucky. I’m just so grateful 
that horrid guilt-- and shame has 
been lifted. 

(Sniffles)
It’s like I only started living 
again.

Jidenna shifts and turns Yoliba to face him.

JIDENNA
(Tenderly)

Two things I love the most- my Yoyo-

(BEAT)

YOLIBA
(Smiles)

That’s one.

Jidenna nods.

JIDENNA
Nefechi and Ekene will have to make 
do with the leftovers.

Yoliba giggles.

NEFECHI
(Calls out)

Can I put the pink tutu on Kene 
now?

Yoliba and Jidenna start laughing.

JIDENNA
(In a booming baritone)

This is the fashion police. 
Nefechi. Step away from the baby.
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 Everyone starts laughing as Yoliba and Jidenna rise and go 
to join Nefechi by the baby’s side and Grandma Enugu carries 
a plate of fruits into the living room.

FADE OUT.
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